
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Fact Sheet 
 

About Sickle Cell Disease 
Over 100,000 Americans are currently living with sickle cell disease and its effects impact the entire family. 
Complications are often devastating, resulting in severe pain, anemia, infection, stroke and more. It is 
particularly common among those whose ancestors came from sub-Saharan Africa, Spanish-speaking regions 
in the Western Hemisphere, Saudi Arabia, India and Mediterranean countries such as Turkey, Greece and Italy. 
Nearly 3,000 people in Michigan are living with sickle cell and approximately 1,600 of those individuals live 
in metro Detroit. Every child born in the U.S. is tested for SCD at birth. 
 
About the Sickle Cell Disease Association of America – Michigan Chapter 
Founded by Dr. Charles F. Whitten in 1971, the Sickle Cell Disease Association of America – Michigan Chapter, 
provides education, assistance, and advocacy to individuals living with and families affected by sickle cell 
disease. SCDAAMI provides counseling, support groups, referrals for financial and medical help, and connects 
students and job seekers with school, college and employment assistance, in addition to raising public 
awareness and sending children to summer camp each year. The agency also coordinates newborn screening 
for babies born in Michigan. Appointments are available and walk-ins are welcome for on-site blood tests to 
diagnose sickle cell trait and disease.  SCDAAMI’s services are available throughout Michigan and span lifetime 
needs.  
 
How your church family can help 
 Encourage your congregation members to know or learn their sickle cell trait status. Individuals can talk to 

their physician about adding a test for sickle cell trait to their next set of lab tests. 
 Encourage members to start a conversation about sickle cell trait. Talk to relatives, partners, friends and 

colleagues about how sickle cell is genetically inherited.  
 We’re always looking for advocates to serve as ambassadors to educate the community about the 

country’s top inherited blood disorder.  
 Help us raise money for services to improve lives. Donate today and host a personal FB fundraiser. Visit 

www.scdaami.org to give today. 
 You can start a team for our 2020 Sickle Cell Matters Walk on Sept. 19 – whether in-person or virtual.  We 

walk to raise consciousness and create change. Visit www.scdaami.org/2020walk to register. 
 Visit us on Facebook and Instagram @sicklcellmichigan and share our Sickle Sabbath posts. You can share 

from @sicklecellMI on Twitter. 
 Consider adding a component to your pre-marital counseling sessions focused on sickle cell trait. We can 

provide you with the information you’ll need. 


